
design guidelines
web - part 4

material from web design course of Jonas Schmedtmann and from web development course of Angela Wu on Udemy



top guidelines

•Make text look professionally designed
•Use the power of colors
•Get and use amazing images, fonts and 
icons
•Create a layout using whitespace and visual 
hierarchy



there are many bad designs

https://www.pennyjuice.com



bad designs

http://arngren.net

https://weblium.com/blog/21-bad-website-examples-of-2018/



bad designs

http://www.mednat.org/

https://weblium.com/blog/21-bad-website-examples-of-2018/



It is worth having a good design 

How much would you pay for a childrens' juice from (a) or (b)? answer 1$ vs 3$ on 
average, (Angela Wu: The Web Development bootstrap, Udemy course)

(a) (b)

1$ 3$



text



text: use font size between 15 and 25 pixels

Bad design: 14px

Bad design: 30px



headlines: use really big font sizes

Good design: 90px



line spacing: 120 to 150%

Good design: 150%



40-60 characters per line

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse
cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non 
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt
mollit anim id est laborum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi 
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in 
reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt
ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea

https://baymard.com/blog/line-length-readability



40 to 60 characters per line

Bad design: long lines of text



fonts: serif  and  sans-serif

• More neutral
• Clean
• Simple
• Modern websites

• Traditional
• Storytelling
• Long reading



emotion 
behind
fonts



why this magazine selected this font?



sans-serif

•Open Sans

• Lato

•Raleway

•Monsterrat

•PT Sans



serif

•Cardo

•Merriweather

•PT Serif



use contrast to create interesting design



on font selection

1. Chose a font which reflects the look and feel 
we would like to convey for the website
2. Decide: sans--serif or serif typeface?
3. Use a good font . e.g. never comic sans
4. Use only that one typeface



colour



use only one base colour



use colour to draw attention



Color
moods

https://medium.com/@EnigmaticZee/beginners-guide-to-color-theory-e61a7711726b



https://medium.com/@EnigmaticZee/beginners-guide-to-color-theory-e61a7711726b

pick up the appropriate color mode according 
to the message to be conveyed to the user



analogous – complementary colours

analogous combinations seem harmonious, 
used for example in navigation bars, logos 
etc.

complementary colour palette  is good for 
creating high contrast



example
of analogous
colour scheme

https://designroast.org/beautiful-analogous-color-schemes/#:~:text=Similar%20to%20monochromatic%20style%2C%20the,contrast%20is%20in%20your%20designs.



example of contrasting colour scheme



images



put text directly on the image



overlay the image



put text in a box



blur the image



use floor fade
without floor fade

with floor fade



icons



use icons to list features or list steps



use icons to list features or list steps



use icons for actions – menu selections



use icon fonts if possible

bitmap image at 300%    vector image at 300%    



layout



use whitespace

• Put whitespace between elements

• Put whitespace between groups of elements

• Put whitespace between website’s sections

• Do not exaggerate with whitespace



use whitespace

which shop do you trust for their products?



the value of white space



use whitespace



use whitespace to define hierarchy

Whitespace describes invisible
relationships between the
elements of the website



use alignment in a consistent way



Define hierarchy



hierarchy

Draw attention 
by using:

- size
- colour
- layout
- whitespace



hierarchy

• Define where you would like the users to 
look first
• Establish a flow that corresponds to the 
content’s message
• Use whitespace to build that flow



design resourses
Google fonts: 
https://fonts.google.com/
Fonts for free download:
https://www.fontsquirrel.com/
List of best free fonts for designers:
https://www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design-tips/best-free-fonts-for-designers-1233380
Very good for finding good font combinations:
https:// www.fastprint.co.uk/blog/the‐art‐of‐mixing‐typefaces.html
Color combinations
https://colorhunt.co/
Color wheel 
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel
Images
https://unsplash.com/
free images
http://thestocks.im/
icons
https://fontawesome.com/icons?from=io

https://colorhunt.co/
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel
https://unsplash.com/
http://thestocks.im/
https://fontawesome.com/icons?from=io

