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P.Coll. Youtie I 58,7 (AD 207)

P.Louvre I 54,44 (second/third decade of III/AD)
P.Berl.Bibl. 21r,4 (III/AD)

P.Oslo 11 461,9 (ITII/AD)

(AD 48/49); N. Lewis, «On Official Corruption in Roman m@\@n
the Edict of Vergilius Capito», Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society 98(1954), 153-58, esp. 156 (= N. Lewis, On
Government and Law in Roman Egypt. Collected Papers of Naph-
thali Lewis, Am.Stud.Pap. 33, Atlanta-Georgia 1995, pp. 47-52); D.J.
Crawford, «Skepe in Soknopaiou Nesos», JJP 18(1974), 170 and
172; J. Bingen, «L'édit de Lucius Julius Vestinus (Hibis, 60 p.C.).
Révision du texten, CdE 73(1998), 135-43, esp. pp- 138-39, 1. 16
and 21-22 (AD 60), and pp. 141-42.

2. LEASE OF A ROOM

Inv. No. 612
Herakleopolites

19.5(H)x9(B)cm.
Plate 2

2nd half
of IV/AD

A light-brown papyrus, rectangular in shape, nearly
intact at the top, but broken off at the bottom. A vertical
fold is visible at a distance of 5.3 to 5.6 cm. from its left-
hand border. It is badly mutilated in the middle, proba-
bly due to a horizontal fold in this place. The upper right-
hand corner is badly smudged and slightly damaged. The
slanting fold discernible there implies that this part of
the document was exposed to the influence of the en-
vironment. Some more stains are dispersed on the sur-
face of the papyrus. The ink is black. The text runs parallel
to the fibres. The top margin fluctuates between 1.4 and
1.8 cm., while the left-hand one measures about 8§ mm.
The papyrus is enclosed in a frame and therefore it is
impracticable to examine the 4 side.

The handwriting is a neat, elaborate, professional cur-
sive, with a slight inclination to the right. It belongs to
the characteristic type developed in the Herakleopolite
nome from the fourth until the seventh century AD.!' It
can be assigned to the fourth century AD, although the

! Cf. Harrauver-Rom, ZPE 54(1984), 95-96 and pl. Ila
P.Rain.Unterricht, introd., pp. 10-11; CPR XIV 35, introd., p- 76.
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evidence on this particular type of script dating from that
century is poor: cf. P.Rain.Cent. 86 and 87 (both AD 381,
pl. 86); CPR X 107a (AD 396, pl. 44); SPP X 221; XX
105 (both IV/AD). The spelling is correct, except for
vommiovog in 1. 17 (L ivdixtidvoc) and an iotacism in 1.
22 (év téh instead of év téle, cf. Gignac, Grammar, 1,
pp. 189-90).

Aurelia Sia rents a room on the second floor of a
house, belonging to the heirs of Dioskoros son of Dimal-
los, with the right to use all its appurtenances. The dura-
tion of the lease is annual and the rent amounts to 750
myriads of denarii, due in a single payment at the end of
the year” Very few house leases from Byzantine Hera-

kleopolites have been published until now; BGUITF 940

(AD 398) is contemporary with the present papyrus. The
following texts should be added to the lists already com-
piled® CPR V1.2 79 (V/AD) from Nilopolis;* CPR XIV
12 (AD 450); P.Vindob. G. 108692a+21090+21093+
21190+28643 (=P.J. Sijpesteijn, «Miete eines Hofes und
einer Scheune mit Zubehdr», CdE 68, 1993, 160-67, and
«Ein Addendum zu CdE 68, 1993, 160ff.», CdE 71, 1996,
120-21, AD 481); SB XX 15008 (AD 578, = Kramer,
ZPE 77, 1989, 211-15). In BGU 111 940, CPR XIV 12
and P.Vindob.G. 10869a+21090+21093+21190+28643 the
duration of the lease is annual too.

? On the duration of building leases and the ways rent was paid
see Miiller, MG, pp. 178-95, 218-20 and 224.

* B. Kramer, «P.Flor. 1 15 + P.Prag. I 39. Miete zweier Zimmer»,
ZPE T7(1989), 211 fn. 4; G. Fantoni, CPR XIV 12, introd, p. 51
(cf. C. Salvaterra, Aegyptus 71, 1991, 294).

* Also mentioned by Worp, Tyche 3(1988), 273 fn. 2, in his
supplementary list of Byzantine house leases (referring to Miiller,
MG, pp. 350-61). Concerning the location of Nilopolis in the
Herakleopolite nome see G. Geraci, Aegyptus 54(1974), 58-60; D.
Bonneau, «Niloupolis du Fayoum», Actes XV Congr./IV, p. 259.
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The contract is valid from @wl 1 of the current
(mapovong, 2,16) 13th indiction. The dating clause, which
would have stood at the foot of the original document,
has been lost. But the month @6, styled as gioudv (2,15),
implies that the contract was written in the preceding
month, ie. in Medogrj or on one of the émoryduevau, as
the vast majority of parallel cases indicates. It is, howe-
ver, remarkable that the indiction year is considered to
have already begun before Ow8 1, although other sources
prove that from about the late fourth century AD the
Herakleopolite scribes followed the chronological habits
of the Oxyrhynchite nome: In that nome the indiction
year began on IToywv 1 for fiscal purposes, but on @6
1 for dating purposes; occasionally, the scribes made use
of the formula ivé. x, doyfx+1 for the period 'Eneig 1 to
Ow0 1.° Nevertheless, cf. P.Yale I 71, a house lease from
Oxyrhynchos, dated (Il 1-2) on the 5th of &mayduevon
AD 456 (= 9th indiction), and valid émwo veounviac | Tov
Owbb pnvos ... tijs ‘mapotons” Sexdr(ng) | ivéixnévoc (1. 6-
8);" also P.Oxy. XLIV 3203,2 [ Ercip], 9-12 4mo
veounviolc] | o0 éfjc pqvog Meoooty ... | .. doxii Tiilc]
reooopeonondex ding] | ivéin] tlidvoc (instead of the 13th
indiction, AD 400); P.Lond. V 1797,1-2 ‘Ezeig iyl
[ivéueniovlos ¢; 10-11 dmd veounvioc 1o Owb ulnvole |
[ ¢13 7ijg majoovons dexdans ivdixtidvog (Oxyrhynchite

nome, 12.7 AD 516 = 9th indiction, cf. Bagnall-Worp,

* Only in P.Stras. VI 580 (4.12 AD 553, BL VIII, p. 424) the
date is Xowdx n (1. 3) and the forthcoming month Dauevadd is styled
as elav (1. 9). ‘

¢ See Bagnall-Worp, CSBE, pp. 26-27 and 68; idem, BASP
16(1979), 239-43. On the different local habits concerning the
beginning of the indiction year cf. Bagnall-Worp, CSBE, pp. 17-29
and 67-68; idem, BASP 16(1979), 239-44.

7 Cf. Bagnall-Worp, CSBE, p. 26 fn. 19.
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BASP 16, 1979, 246-47, and BL VII, p. 92); SB XIV
11618,4-5 g | mopotons évdending ivS(ixtdvog); 8-9
un(vos) Meooo xn ivé(ndvos) Sexdns | o tic on(Tio)
évéexdrns (Oxyrhynchite nome, late VI-early VII/AD).
Alternatively, we could suppose that the scribe used
glotdvrog instead of Gvrog by mistake, as in P.Sakaon 61
(AD 299), where the current month ITaiw is styled as
glowwv (1. 22-23 and 29); this assumption is indirectly
supported by the misuse of s#dlews in 1. 5 and oot in 1.
21.

Presumably the present document, assignable to the
second half of the fourth century AD due to the recko-
ning by myriads, can be dated more precisely, if the

amount of rent is correlated to the inflation in bronze

currency during that century (see 2,19-20 n. s.v. doyugiov
uvoialdwv): Since in AD 398 a room in Herakleopolis is
rented at 1800 myriads of denarii annually (BGU III
940,11-12;19-21), the present papyrus, which comes from
a village of the same nome and displays the same object
being rented at 750 myriads of denarii, is probably older.
In AD 360 a room in Oxyrhynchos is rented at 800 tal-
ents (= 120 myriads of denarii®) annually (PSI V
467,6;8;11-13), while in AD 377 a room in Hermopolis
is rented at 2500 talents (= 375 myriads of denarii) an-
nually (P.Lips. 17,15;18-19)° In fact, with the reserva-
tion that the size of the room taken on lease is unknown
to us, and that the rate of rent could vary from place to
place, it is not unlikely that 2 was written in Meoog1j or

¥ 1 denarius = 4 drachmas, 1 talent = 6000 drachmas: see Bag-
nall, Currency, pp. 11 and 16-17.

® See the list by Miiller, MG, pp. 350-53, amended by Worp,
Tyche 3(1988), 273-75. Cf. Johnson-West, BE, esp. pp. 200-203;
Bagnall-Sijpesteijn, ZPE 24(1977), 116-19; Bagnall, Currency, pp.
70-71.
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Emaryduevon (or OwO?) of AD 384, since AD 384/85 is
the only 13th indiction between AD 377 and 398.

The present contract displays the (very popular in the
Byzantine period) yeiodyoagov-type, viz. the form of a
private document, introduced by the prescript ¢ Seiva 7@
deivi (xaiperv), and phrased subjectively (here from the
viewpoint of the lessee).!® The notary act through a pri-
vate state-controlled tabellion, established by Diocletian,
was principally based on yeipdyoagov,'! having borrowed
some elements from vnduvnua'? and duodoyio.®

IIV
Avoniia Zia Guydtno [ 'Algoitos
unroos Totiorog 6o wdung Kawig
vy// wdryov tot HpaxAeomohitov vou[ ot
xAnooviuots Atooxdgov Ayidilov
amo TG avTiis méAcws y(olpew).
MeuioBwpon mwop” tu@v o Taxv)
UmOQXOVTY VULV €V T0iG
da[vla [uléloov plélgeol Tiis avrl g

10 Cf. Herrmann, Bodenpacht, p. 43; Miiller, MG, pp. 29-30. On
the omission of yaipetv see Herrmann, Bodenpacht, p. 44; Miiller,
MG, p. 30.

' Cf. M.Gr, pp. 87ff.; E. Seidl, «Svuboiatoyodpoc», RE 4A/
1(1931), col. 1083; E. Sachers, «Tabellion, RE 4A[2(1932), cols
18544f.; Herrmann, Bodenpacht, pp. 45-46 and 53-54; Miiller, MG,
pp. 32ff.

2 On dméuvnua (introduction: 7@ Seivi mapd: o Seivoc or T
8eivi 6 Oeiva) see Herrmann, Bodenpacht, pp. 39-43; Miiller, MG,
pp. 50-76.

3 The éuoioyio and the simple protocol are the two kinds of
private protocol (objective formulation): cf. M.Gr., p. 74; AB. Schwarz,
Homologie und Protokoll, Festschrift fiir Ernst Zitelmann, Miinchen
1913, pp. 3ff. (= JJP 13, 1961, 177ff), H. Freiherr von Soden,
Untersuchungen zur Homologie in den griechischen Papyri Agyptens
bis Diokletian, K6ln 1973, p. 3; Miiller, MG, pp. 76-79.
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[xouns Kouvijg,] 6o olx[ilal¢ xai
10 flav xonornloiwv mov{twv év 17
oev]téoga atéyn xéldav uiav [ave-
wlyuévny ig A6 xoi v yofau(v)
TRV YONoTNOIWY TAVIWY THG
olxiag €mi yoovov éviavtov éva,
15 amo veounviag tov eiotévrog
unvos Owl tijc magovong vy//
(VITIOVOS, EVoLriov ToD ouume-
POVNUEVOD TTPOS aAAiloug
70U GAoV EViauToD Gpyvoiov HuoLd-
20 Swv éxtaroocinwy TEVTHROVIQ,
yi(vovron) (Snvapiov) (uuotddes) Yy, domeo
Gmoddwow oot
Ev TEM 10U EviowTol vumepOsTwg.
H piobwois nvod o] x[ai] dxleo[(wrnbeioa)]
OUOAGY (o).

5 ¥ pap 6 1w pap. 9 perhaps [wélews] 12 yonoi pap. 17
ivéixtiovog pap., 1. ivéixtidvoc Mwwﬂ *M® pap., 1. vuiv 22 1.
télet 23 wporoyV  pap.

Aurelia Sia daughter of Afous and Taiiris, from the
village Kaine in the 13th pagus of the Herakleopolite
nome, to the heirs of Dioskoros son of Dimallos from
the same town, greetings. I have leased from you, part of
a house and all its appurtenances, being your property in
the middle of the same village Kaine, namely a room on
the second floor facing west and the right to use all the
appurtenances of the house for one year, from the 1st of
the next month Thoth of the current 13th indiction, the
rent having been agreed between us for the whole year
at 750 myriads of silver coinage, total 750 myriads of
denarii, which I shall give to you at the end of the year

Plate 2
P.Ben.Mus. 2: Lease of a room.
P.BenMaus. 2: MicBwon dwuatiov.
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without delay. The lease is valid and in reply to the for-
mal question I have given my consent.

1. Ziox The proper name Zia is attested here for the
first time beyond doubt, because in P.Ross.Georg. V 60,5
(AD 390-400) Zig Quowod, and especially in P.Oxy. XVI
2027,89 (VI/AD) m(apd) Jia, the oblique cases of the
name 2idg probably occur.!* More evidence is available
for the Coptic names Tooia and Toia, formed by prefix-
ing to Xia the possessive pronoun in pre-nominal form
and the definite article respectively:’> on Tuaoia cf. SB 1
5124,435 (AD 193, BL V, p. 94); 5970,1 (ND); on Toia
cf. P.CairMasp. 11 67153,4 (AD 568); P.Miinch. 1 1,3;29;55
(AD 574); P.Lond. V 1727,4,62 (AD 583/84).

Buydrno: The use of the words vidg and Guydtno in
apposition to a proper name is frequent from the sixth
century AD onwards: cf. P.Wisc. I 8,4-5 (AD 561); P.Flor.
I 15,4-5 (AD 563); P.Oxy. VII 1038,14-15 (AD 563);
occasionally, the same phenomenon occurs at earlier times
too: cf. P.Oxy. I 95,6-7 (AD 129); 102,3 (AD 306); XXIV
2421,1;36 (early IV/AD), BGU II 405,4 (AD 348).°

[‘Algottog: The last letter in the gap can only be ¢, as
proved by the vertical stroke extending both upwards and
downwards (cf. ovumelpwvnuévou, 1. 18). W, which presents
the same feature, would stretch over the following letter

4 About the name Xia (= ‘cedar’) in Coptic texts see Heuser,
PK, pp. 29, 44 and 72.

15 Cf. R. Kasser, «Démonstratifs et possessifs en copte», BIFAO
94(1994), 287-301; also Heuser, PK, p. 30; Crum, p. 13b and s.v.
ITA~ Th.O. Lambdin, Introduction to Sahidic Coptic, Mercer Univ.
Press 1983, pp. 2 and 92; P. Swiggers, «The ‘possessive relation-
marker’ in Coptic», Enchoria 12(1984), 191-92.

16 Cf. CW.E. Miller, «Note on the use of the article before the
genitive of the father's name in Greek papyri», AJPh 37(1916),
345-46; also 7,2.
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(cf. ¥v, 1. 21). Among the variants of this (chiefly Byzan-
tine) proper name listed in NB and Onomasticon
(Anp(o)t, Amgots, Ag(p)oik, A(m)@ouds) the space avail-
able here seems to allow only the form Agoic! It is
noteworthy that the name Adoriioc ‘Agoic appears in
BGU 1II 940,[1];27, house lease of AD 398 from He-
rakleopolis. On the oblique cases of Agoii cf. P.Cair. Masp.
I 67006v,15;18-19;35;57;73 (cAD 5229).1%

2 pnrods: Cf. P.Wisc. 1 8,4-5 (AD 561); P.Flor. T 15,4-
5 (AD 563); P.Oxy. VII 1038,14-15 (AD 568); CWE.
Miller, AJPh 37(1916), 346.In Roman Egypt the moth-
er’s (and sometimes the maternal grandfather’s) name was
stated only in case confusion was possible.!® .

Tatiotog: A variant of the Egyptian proper name %o&@
to which the Greek Qolaivo was equivalent: cf, Ranke,
AP, pp. 110.7, 119.3 and 362.10; Vergote, Pap.Lugd.Bat.
7, No. 6, p. 6, and No. 129, p. 20; PJSijpesteijn, ZPE
107(1995), 275 n. to 1. 16 of text 2.

2-3 dmo nadumg Kouvig| vy// mdryov 1ot Hoaseomodizou
vou[ot: The village Kouvij was located in the ITépav topar-
chy of the Herakleopolite nome (cf. BGU VIII 18 34,10,

7 Cf. F. Dornseiff - B. Hansen, Riickliufiges Worterbuch der
griechischen Eigennamen, Berlin 1957, p. 309. On the interchange
7t/@ and e/ cf. Gignac, Grammar, 1, pp. 87-93 passim and 101
respectively; about the age-old phenomenon of assimilation of TP to
@@ cf. Mayser - Schmoll, Grammatik, L1, § 472 (p. 186); on the
simplification of double ¢ cf. Gignac, Grammar, L pp. 1544t

* On proper names ending in -of, gen. -oltog, see Gignac,
Grammar, II, p. 60, § vii; P. Sarischouli, «Wiener Papyri aus byzan-
tinischer und arabischer Zeit», Tyche 12(1997), 182, text 1 verso,
L 7 n. sv. Hamotrog, and 1. 10 n. sv. ‘Agoirog.

' Cf. D. Hobson, «Naming Practices in Roman Egypt», BASP
26(1989), 160-61.
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51/50 BC). In our papyrus it is assigned to the 13th pagus
of the same nome for the first time.2°

4 xAnoovduors Avooxépov Adirov: Cf. P.Herm.Landl,
G,486; F,641,652 (early IV/AD, xingovduot Atooxdpov);
sim. SB XVI 12198,1 (III-IV/AD); P.Oxy. XXIV
2421,2;35;45;50 and passim (early IV/AD); P.Mich. XI
611,3 (AD 412); SPPIII 272,1 (V-VI/AD); P.Athen.Xyla
1,1 (VI/AD); P.Laur. 11T 84,2 (VI-VII/AD)2! House leas-
es made by the heirs of a person occur rarely: cf. P.Mil.
55,4 and n. (AD 307). Dioskoros himself must have died,
since the contract is made by his heirs.

By contrast with the well attested proper name
Awdoropog, the name Aiualloc appears here for the first
time (addendum onomasticis). However, three papyri
mention the proper name TpiuoAlog/Torduarloc P.Col.
V 1v.1b,14 (cAD 160); P.Petaus 101,62 (II/AD); SB XX
14166,4;21 (AD 189).2* Similar names are Kaiduoiioc
(cf. P.Diog. 29,15-16, AD 225; PKé5In IT 108,8-9 with n.,
HI/AD; IGUR II 419,3, Rome, ND), ITuoduailoc(cf. SEG
XI 98,3, Corinth, V-VI/AD), Xpvoduoiloc (cf. SB V
8523,6-7, Roman inscription from Nubia, JOAT 28(1933),
Beiblatt, col. 102, No. 80,4-5, Byzantine inscription from
Heracleia Pontica; Bagnall, Aegyptus 72, 1992, 78), even
Mdiiog (cf. BGUII 496,2, I1/AD; P.Lips. 101.2,12, 1V/
AD) and Kapdualiog (cf. PSIT 87,5, AD 423). Besides,

% See MR. Falivene, The Herakleopolite Nome. A Catalogue of
the Toponyms with Introduction and Commentary, Am.Stud.Pap.
37, Atlanta, Georgia, 1998, pp. 7-12 and 95-97; cf. also eadem, «The
Heracleopolite Nome: Internal and External Borders», Proc. XX Con-
gr., pp. 204-209, esp. pp. 207-208.

2 Cf. PAthenXyla 1,1 n.

2 See R.S. Bagnall, Aegyptus 72(1992), 77-78, n. on 1. 4 of text
5 (= SB XX 14166).
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it is interesting to note that Awdin was the name of a
city in Illyria mentioned by Polybios (IIT 18.1,3;3,4; VII
9.14,1) and Titus Livius (XXIX 12.3,3;13,2 Dimallum);??
cf. also IG VII 282,2-3 (Oropos, mid IT1/BC) Mdrwva
Emilxddov Ayoddingv

P.Petaus 101,62, ITtorepaic Sovyf{lwvoc ToiucAoc, and

e e

many parallel instances from the same archive indicate
that Aiuallog was originally a nickname?’ The adjective
Siuoilor is attributed by Eustathios of Thessalonica
(Comm. ad Homeri Iliadem III 1057,4-11) to augitarot,
viz. to carpets woolly or shaggy on both sides (qupipal-
Aot).?% A second (and unique in papyri so far) attestation
of the word d{uailog (this time as a noun) is furnished
by P.Mert. T 41,10-12 (cAD 406),> where Theon the
TaANTdQLog is paid W(wéo) Tu(fic) Sudiiwv CvnoD) a. It
is obvious that here too du@itamor are meant, and that
they were manufactured in Egypt, like the ones men-
tioned in the Septuagint (Prov. 7,16): xetplotg tévona ™y

2 Cf. Pape-Benseler, I, s.v. Aiudin.

2+ Cf. F.R. Adrados et al,, Diccionario Griego-Espariol, V, Madrid
1997, sv. Awaddirng. Similarly, ‘Augudiiov or ‘Augiuai(A)a was
the name of a city in Crete, derived &mo ‘Augyidiov: see Steph.
Byz., 90,9-11; sim. Strab., X 4,3; Plin., N.H. IV 59; Pape - Benseler,
L svv. Augipaira and Auginoioc.

» See P.Petaus introd., pp. 54-63. On nicknames in antiquity cf.
also A. Cameron, «Black and White: A note on Ancient Nicknames»,
AJPh 119(1998), 113-17.

% Cf. Poll. Onom., VI 9; Suda, a 1774; Zonar. Lex, 1, col. 145,
s.v. au@urdantes; Sophocles and LST svv. Gupipaiios, duprrdmng,
Gugitams and dueitamoc, ,

2 Cf. PMert. 1 41,10 n. The word Siuariog is also known from
the Latin-Greek glossaria: see G. Loewe - G. Goetz - F. Schoell,
Corpus Glossariorum Latinorum, Lipsiae 1888-1924, II (G. Goetz -
G. Gundermann, Glossae latinograecae et graecolatinae. Accedunt
minora utriusque linguae glossaria, Lipsiae 1888), p. 29, s.v. bi-
billes.
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®AVIY pov, au@Lidmols 8¢ éotowra Toic G’ Alyvmrov?
In the above passage, Eustathios (cf. ibid,, 11 746,39-40)
also mentions the adjectives duailor (= ‘without wool or
‘napless’) and £repduailor (= ‘woolly or shaggy on one
side’) with reference to the respective kinds of carpets,
and in contrast to duiuailo,? while in papyri we come
across the terms povduailoc(P.Dura 33,2;3, AD 240-250;
P.Oxy. 1 109,2, 1ate ITI/ or IV/AD, translated by Grenfell
and Hunt as ‘garment of pure wool’, p. 176, but perhaps
due to be considered a synonym of ETEQ0UaAAoG, in the
manner of the pair dugiuaiios - Siparrog) and yiyduairov
(SPP XX 245,15, VIJAD, see BL IX, p- 349; sim. JM.
Diethart, ZPE 76, 1989, 113, on the numerous compounds
in -uoAiog); in addition, garments such as tunics could
also be dugiuailor: cf. Ael,, Var. Hist. III 40. From the
technical point of view, carpets or garments styled as
au@iiarior (Siuariot) were in all probability duepiuttor
(6ipuTor).® On the ligature ov in AwdAiov cf. P.Abinn. 9
(= P.Lond II 231, cAD 346), 13 (Tepevotfer) and 14
(6ovAet).

* On dugitamor of. also P.Cair.Zen. 111 59484, ITI/BC; Athen.,
Deipn. V 197a,7-b,2; sim. Poll. Onom., X 38 dupirdmntes; Eus. Caes,
Comm. in Psal IV, PG XXIII, 113A,1-3 TuAotdantos; perhaps
Const.Stud. XXXVIII, PG XCIX, 1720B,7-8 padrwtaoia (all relat-
ed to xlivy or.xoity).

*» Cf. Sophocles and LSJ s.vv., and LSJ s.v. ETEQOUAAIG.

* "With double woof or ‘of double thread’, LST s.vv. au@iutog

and dipuTog respectively; .wm. Poll. Onom., VII|57; X 38; Hesych., o

4061; Phot. Lex., a 1349 (ed. Theodoridis); Kouxkovhéc, BBIT, <, PD-
272-73, 273 fns 3 and 5, 282-86 (esp. 285-86). On moAjuita and
especially oiputa cf. E. Wipszycka, L'industrie textile dans I Egypte
romdine, Archiwum Filologiczne IX, Wroclaw-Warszawa-Krakéw
1965, pp. 112-13; cf. also R. Pintaudi - PJSijpesteijn, “Registrazi-
one di vesti con valori ¢ percentuali (PFlor. ITT 382 recto)”, Ana-
lecta Papyrologica m-oﬁ,@@a-oqv“ 179-95, passim, on the terms &i-
Aagoog and am%&QQQom.Ammwamzw p- 192).
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5 mélews: Villages styled as modig occur already in the
Ptolemaic period: cf. PSI IV 341,3; 402,5 (both I1I/BC).
Apart from this, the word woiig was the second compo-
- nent of the names of several villages, mainly in the Arsi-
noite nome. In all such cases it was devoid of any legal
sense.’!

x(aiperv): On the abbreviation x5 cf. BGU II 405,6 (AD
348, = Schubart, P.Gr.Berol 38b); P.Lond. III 871,10 (p.
269, AD 603); Herrmann, Bodenpacht, p. 48.

6-9 ano t@(v) | tmagyoviwy vuiv ... dmo oixilalg: Cf.
P.Genova 1 22,8-12 (AD 345); P.Lips. 17,13-14 (AD 377);
PSIIIT 175,11-12 (AD 462); P.Wisc. 1 8,15-17 (AD 561);
P.Oxy. VII 1038,19-21 (AD 568); SB VI 9153,16-18 (with
the variant amo t@v Sagepoviwy, AD 596)32 On v ab-
breviated with a horizontal stroke over the preceding
letter(s) cf. 2,12 yofnjou(v); Turner, GMAW, No. 63,5 &(v),
6 o(v) (early III/AD); P.Neph. 1,6-7 n. (IV/AD); Blan-
chard, Sigles, p. 7. In amo (1. 9) the left-hand vertical
stroke of & has been effaced, while o is comparable to
‘the tiny one ligatured to the preceding r in ‘Hpa-
xAeomoritov (1. 3; on the size of o cf. also wevinxrovia, 1.
20; évtavtod, 1. 22). The complete loss of the second : in
the word oixf{]a[c] (1. 9) is due to the fact that jota lig-
atured to a preceding & o, » or u is prolonged down-
wards and not upwards: cf. giaidvros (1. 15), ueuioBwuou
(1. 6), vuiv (1. 7), uiov (1. :vu “8: (1. 12), oixioc (1. 14),
évorxiov (1. 17). -

7-8 év tois/ d[vla [uléloov uléleeoli: The only rem-

z Oﬁ S\mm/\ao\:muw j:mzﬁ thm E:Eo:ﬁ&m Qm:mNmmu%R
romaine, Lille 1911 (reprint Paris 1968, BEF.AR. 104), pp. 49 fn.
1, and 207.

2 Cf. Miller, MG, pp. 143 with fn. 4, 158-59 with fn. 4.

LEASE OF A ROOM 71

nant of the fifth letter of 1. 8, viz. a curve inclined to the
right, is placed high enough to exclude any other letter
than &. The following gap is responsible for the loss of 7
or 8 letters; however, in about the middle part of the gap
there is the trace of a letter extending upwards. The sup-
plement is confirmed by P.Oxy. IX 1200,18-19 (AD 270,
cf. BL 112, p. 99) év toic ava uéloov uéoeor tic ndbume.

8-9 s avtis | xdunc Kouvijg]: Cf. P.Freib. I 11,15-
16 (AD 336); PKell 1 42,7 (AD 364).

9-10 xoi] / zldv yonornlolwv ma{twv: Cf. SB VIII
9878,17-18 (AD 259);, P.Oxy.Hels. 44,6-8;10 (AD 322-
324), PMich. XI 612,12-14 (AD 514); cf. also the vari-
ant ovv yonornoiows sido: SB VIII 9931,11 (AD 330); IV
7445,13 (AD 382). The term yonotijoie designates the
entire domestic equipment and the appurtenances used
by all the residents: cf. SB VI 8988,61-63 (AD 647) xai
xonoTnolwy 1jToL mavTolwy xowwvipoiwy Tmwy dve Te
xai xATw THS aUThS dmdone oixiac3?

10-11 év 1jj/ devltépqr otéyn: On the supplement cf.
PKell T 13,4 (AD 335); P.Flor. I 15,16 (AD 563); CPR
VII 69,7 (VI-VII/AD); sim. P.Lips. 17,14-15 (AD 377)
év/ tij dvw otéyn. In BGU III 940,11 (AD 398) év 37}
%Sm@@ 3&\: should probably be H@mm instead %

the ground-floor was meant.>* The meaa €oin [Sev]téoa

* Cf. Husson, OIKIA, pp. 291-93; Miiller, MG, pp- 160 with fns
3 and 4, 162ff.

* Cf. N. Lewis, « H ITodty Ztéyn in Houses of Several Stories»,
The Classical Weekly 26(1933), 171-72; Husson, OIKIA, pp. 257-
258 and 259-63; Miiller, MG, pp. 144 and 157-58.
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(1. 11) is similar to the ‘ace of spades’ of Byzantine man-
uscripts.®

11 xérdav piov: The term xélia (<lat. cella)®s usually
designates a small room inside or outside the main house
(cf. P.Giss. 52,6-7, AD 397, xé\ia over the gate), or a
small building standing apart from the house itself.’’ From
the second century AD onwards, it seems to have re-
placed the term toueiov (= ‘warehouse’), meaning either
‘warehouse'/'workshop’, or living place’, or both.® Here
the payment of the rent in money implies that Aurelia
Sia will live in the x£\Aa taken on lease.® On x%éiia as
a dwelling cf. P.Mich. XI 620,12-117 passim (AD 239/
240); P.Giss. 52,6;8-9;13 (AD 397).4 o

% Cf. Harrauer-Rom, ZPE 54(1984), 95, and 6,1 . s.v. aoTa6<oc>,

% For a general survey of the appearances of the word x#&ia
and its derivatives through time see Daris, LL, pp. 51-52; Husson,
OIKIA, pp. 136 and 142; a supplement is available in T. Gagos - P.
van Minnen, «Documenting the rural economy of Byzantine Egypt.
Three papyri from Alabastrine», JRA 5(1992), 202 n. s.v. xéAiav.

*7 Cf. Husson, OIKIA, pp. 136-37; Miiller, MG, p. 156 fn. 7, PNeph.
48,10 n. The excavations made by the Michigan University in Kara-
nis and Soknopaiou Nesos have contributed a lot to our knowledge of
the design of the Egyptian house: cf. H. Maehler, «Hiuser und ihre
Bewohner im Faylim in der Kaiserzeit», Das rémisch-byzantinische
Agypten. Akten des internationalen Symposions 26.-30. September
1978 in Trier, Aegypt.Trev. 2, Mainz 1983, pp. 119-37.

* Cf. Husson, OIKIA, pp. 137-38 and 141-42; P.Neph. 48,10 n.

¥ Cf. PKell T 32, p. 95.

“ Cf. Husson, OIKIA, pp. 138-41. On the derivatives of the
word xéAa see Husson, OIKIA, pp. 142-47. On #éiia as an object
of lease and the relevant terms see also Miiller, MG, pp. 153 and
156. On the survival of xéila and its derivatives throughout the
Byzantine period see Kovxoviéc, BBIT, A, pp. 252 and 265; ¢, pp.
77, 89 and 458; 'Epp. Kowpds, Aekixo tijc peaauvixilc EAANVIxTG
Snuadovs yoopuareiog 1100-1669, Oecoolovixy 1968-, H' (®eooa-
hovixn 1982), pp. 132-33.
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11-12 [ave/ w]yuévny eic Ai6a: The meaning is that the
room had a window facing west.* On the supplement cf.
BGU 1II 940,12 (AD 398); PSI IX 1058,4 (V-VI/AD);
SB VI 9153,17-18 (AD 596); P.Ross.Georg. V 43,3 (VII/
AD).

12-13 mpv yofigu(v) | Téov yonornoiwv mdviwv: Cf. BGU
IIT 940,13-14 (AD 398); sim. PSI VI 707,10-12 (AD 351);
P.Cair.Masp. I1I 67302,12-13 (AD 555).#2 On the combi-
nation of the terms yofjois and oixnoic in house leases cf.
P.Lips. 17,17 (AD 377); P.Cair.Masp. TIT 67302,13-14 (AD
555). Similar to the term ypfjoic is the term voun: cf. PST
VI 709,24 (AD 566); P.Oxy. VII 1038,32 (AD 568).

15-16 amo veounviag 1ot gioidvroc | unvoc ObH: Most
house leases begin on Owl 1 or Gouevird 1: cf. P.Mich.
XI 612,8 n.; CPR VIII 69, p. 181. The contract is often
valid from the next month (with or without etowv): cf.
P.Bad. 1V 91,14 (Pouevird xn); 19-20 (Popuotbe o) (AD
471), P.Oxy. VII 1038,6 (Meooo1) 6, ivd. a), 17-19 (Bwo
o, . 6) (AD 568), P.Erl 73,8 (Paguoio v); 27-28
(oxwv]) ) (AD 604, Herakleopolis). Sometimes, the
lease is valid retrospectively: cf. PST V 466,8 (AD 518)
ano veounviog 1ot moer@ovios unvoc Ok6. When the
starting date of the lease is not specified, veounvio, is
meant.*

17-18 évowiov 100 ouume/ pwvnuévov modc dAdroug:

4 Cf. WB s.v. évoiyvuut.

* See Miller, MG, p. 162; on the term xofiois as a right of
usufruct see M.Gr,, p. 96; Preisigke, Fachwérter, p. 184.

# Cf. Miiller, MG, pp. 178-86. On the variants veounvia, vouun-
vio and veyumvio cf. Gignac, Grammar, 1, pp. 300-301; Horsley,
New Docs 1978, pp. 76-77.




74 GREEK PAPYRI IN THE BENAKI MUSEUM

of. PRein. I 43,11 (AD 102); PLond. V 1715,10 (VI/
AD).

19 1ot SAov éviavtov: Cf. PKell 1 32,13 (AD 364);
CPR X1V 12,19 (AD 450).

19-20 aopyvgiov puoid/dwv: Accounts in myriads for
sums exceeding 10,000 denarii are multiplied after AD
360. They demonstrate the inflation in bronze currency
from the mid fourth century AD onwards, which result-
ed in sudden and abrupt increases in the prices of
commodities, each increase reflecting a debasement of
bronze currency, viz. the minting of new coinage with
lower contents in precious metals.* o

21 (dnvapiwv)y. The symbol * represents the word
Snvdgtov (<lat. denarius).** In Roman Egypt the denarius
was employed only as the official monetary unit and was
never put into circulation.* The term Snvdgiov was in-
troduced into the Egyptian vocabulary in the fourth century
AD, to denote the new bronze coins of that time. The
conservative Egyptians were hardly influenced by the mon-
etary terminology established in the rest of the empire
through the financial reforms of Diocletian.*’

# Cf. West-Johnson, Currency, pp. 124, 157ff,, 167ff; Bagnall-
Sijpesteijn, ZPE 24(1977), 116-19 and 119-20; J.-M. Carrié, «Pa-
pyrologica numismatica (I)», Aegyptus 64(1984), 203-27, esp. 214ff;
Bagnall, Currency, pp. 12, 43-48, 49-55 and 61-72.

* Cf. Blanchard, Sigles, p. 9; Daris, LL, p. 40.

% Cf. West-Johnson, Currency, p. 72; Christiansen, ZPE 54(1984),
271-99, esp. 280.

1 Cf. Miiller, MG, p. 221; West-Johnson, Currency, pp. 65, 122ff.,
134 and 170; Bagnall, Currency, pp. 19-25, esp. p. 25. On Diocletian’s
monetary policy see also S. Bolin, State and Currency in the Ro-
man Empire to 300 A.D,, Stockholm 1958, pp. 291-333.
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.

yyv: On this type of v see 3 introd.

dongp amodwow oor. The interchange of singular and
plural is frequent in the language of this period, especially
in Byzantine letters (see 5,22-35 n.); it occurs in contracts
too: cf. P.Oxy. VII 1038 (house lease, AD 568), 19-20 7
| budv évéo&étnm), 31 omdtav Govinbeine; 32 Ty Eutny
<y>ounv tov 10mov; 35 otouyel Quiv 1 mopotoa piok worg).

23 'H pioBwois xvoilal x[ai] é[rxlep[(wtnbeioo)]
wporéy(noo): Cf. BGUII 405,17-18 (AD 348); ITI 940,22-
23 (AD 398);, P.Oxy. XLIV 3203,24 (AD 400). On the
xvpio-clause see Miiller, MG, pp. 41-44. On the legal clause
interrogatus spopondi cf. L. Mitteis, Reichsrecht und
Volksrecht in den éstlichen Provinzen des réomischen
Kaiserreiches, Leipzig 1891, pp. 196ff.,, 486; M.Gr., p. 76
with fn. 1; D. Simon, Studien zur Praxis der Stipula-
tionsklausel, Miinchen 1964, pp. 63ff., 88ff; M. Kaser,
Das Rémische Privatrecht, I, Miinchen 1971, pp. 538ff,,
II, Miinchen 1975, pp. 326, 376, 3771f.; Miiller, MG, pp.
44-46. On question and answer as legal terms and proce-
dures in the Roman courts see H.-D. Spengler, Studien
zur interrogatio in iure, Miinch.Beitr. 85, Miinchen 1994,
pp. 35ff., 44ff, 136ff, and passim. In wyoAdy(noa) the
tiny o is ligatured to the following A (and presumably to
the preceding y) exactly as it is joined to x» and v in
smevinrovra (2,20).

In the present papyrus, as well as in most of the other
contemporary house leases from the Herakleopolite nome
(BGU III 940, AD 398; CPR XIV 12, AD 450, CPR
VI2 79, V/AD, mutilated at the bottom), the consular
date*® was placed at the end together with the signature

# Cf. Bagnall-Worp, CSBE, pp. 50-54.
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of Aurelia Sia, contrary to the usual custom.® If the les-
see were illiterate, the signature of the person who wrote
UeQ aUThg yoduuota uf eidving would follow.5 Finally,
if the contract were a private notary act, it would be
concluded with the tabellion’s signature (completio: &
Euov Seivog éyoden)s! cf. BGU 11 405,18-24 (AD 348);
M.Chr. 363,24-28 (AD 381), BGU III 940,24-29 (AD
398); P.Oxy. XLIV 3203,25-28 (AD 400); CPR XIV 12,22-
29 (AD 450); Herrmann, Bodenpacht, pp. 43, 44, 47-48
and 51-52; Miiller, MG, p. 35.

H

* Cf. Herrmann, Bodenpacht, p. 44; P.Vind.Sijp. 9, p. 45; CPR
V1.2 79, p. 135. The same peculiarity occurs in P.Vind.Sijp. 9, lease
of land from Herakleopolis dating from the fifth century AD, as
well as in texts of different provenance: cf. the house leases P.Kell
I 32 (AD 364) and 33 (AD 369).

% On illiteracy in papyri cf. H.C. Youtie, « ‘Yroyoagevc: The
Social Impact of Illiteracy in Graeco-Roman Egypt», and «Because
They Do Not Know Letters», Scriptiunculae Posteriores, I, Bonn
1981, pp. 179-99 and 255ff. respectively. For further literature see
P AthenXyla 17,15 n.

L Cf. M.Gr., pp. 88-89; V. Gardthausen, «Di’ emu der dgyptischen
Notare», SPP XVII, Wien 1917, pp. 1-8; P.Oxy. XVI 1881,24 n;; E.
Seidl, «Zuubokoroyodpos», RE 4A[/1(1931), cols 1083-85; E. Sach-
ers, «Tabellion, RE 4A[2(1932), cols 1856-58; Herrmann, Boden-
pacht, pp. 53-54; Miiller, MG, p. 37, Diethart - Worp, Byz. Not;
P.Oxy. LVIII 393340 n.

3. LIST OF SOLDIERS

Inv. No. 613 28.5(H)x14.2(B)em. 1st half of V/AD
Hermopolis Magna Plate 3

A light-brown papyrus, smudged here and there,
originally rectangular in shape, but now irregular due to
extensive damage at the top and at the upper right-hand
corner, which has-resulted in the mutilation of the first
two lines. Many holes are visible on its surface, mainly
on the blank right-hand part. At the bottom the papyrus
is nearly intact, while at the left it is slightly damaged,
apparently except for the part defined by 1. 18 and 22.
At least one vertical fold is visible at a distance of 4 to
5 cm. from the left-hand border. The writing runs paral-
lel to the fibres. The ink is black. The papyrus is en-
closed in a frame. Consequently, it is impracticable to
examine the { side.

The text consists of a mutilated heading and one col-
umn of proper names not classified in alphabetical or-
der.! From 1. 11 onwards, the beginning of each line is
slightly indented below the previous one. On the left of
IL 4 and 5, at a distance of 1.5 cm., the endings of two
words are visible, while in 1. 23, 5 mm. to the left of the

! Cf. P.Hamb. 111 224 (II-III/AD). The opposite happens e.g. in
SB XII 11000 (I-1I/AD); XVI 12403 (VII/AD); ¢f. Rom - Harrau-
er, CdE 57(1982), 306; CPR XIV 35 (V/AD) introd,, pp. 76-77.




