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Future Narratives - Theory, Poetics, and Media-Historical Moment

2 Formal Models for Future Narratives

A nodal graph consists of situations (graph vertices) and continuations (directed edges).

Situations and continuations may be annotated by aspects.

Example 1 Flossie and the Fox

Flossie skips along and encounters a strange creature, who announces that he is a fox.
Flossie looks him over carefully and says, “I just purely don’t believe it . . . | don’t believe you a
fox.” Fox says that of course he is a fox: “A littlegirl like you should be simply terrified of me.
Whatever do they teach children these days?” But Flossie replies, “l aine never seen a fox before.
So, why should | be scared of you and | don’t even-now know you a real fox for a fact?” Flossie
goes on her way.

Fox begs Flossie to believe him, but it is too late because one of Mr. McCutchin’s hounds
arrives to apprehend Fox. As he dashes away, Fox shouts that the hound knows who he is: “Like |
told you, | am a fox!” Flossie replies, “l know,” and walks unharassed to Miz Viola’s.

Aspect space 1: States of knowledge for agents

Aspect space 2: Assertions of agents , encounters of agents

Fox:"lamafox! "

Fox doesn't know
if Flossie can tell
he is a fox

Flossie: " | don't believe you "

hound apprehends Fox

Fox Imows that
Flossie can tell
he is a fox




Example 2
Che fece . . . . il gran rifiuto

J€ LEPLKOUG aVOPWITOUC EPXETAL LA HLEPQ
TIOU TIPEMEL TO HeyaAo Nat rj To peyaio to Oyt
va touve. QavepWVETAL APECWS OMOLOG TO "XEL

£Tolo péoa tou to Nat, kKot Aéyovtag to mépa

TINYQLVEL OTNV TIUN KAl oTNV Menoidnoti tou.
O apvnBeic Sev petaviwvel. Av pwtiolvtav TAAL
oxL Ba Eavaéleye. Kl Opwg tov kataBarel

ekelvo T 6L — 10 owaoTd — €1 6Anv Vv {wn Tou.

Aspect space 1: YTIOKELUEVIKEG NOIKEG OTAOELG
Aspect space 2: YTIOKEWEVIKEG ETIAOYEC Kol Blwpata
: TNV TN
Nat KOl OTnV TTETT0IBNai Tou

TrpéTrel To Nai
1o Oyl
v TTOUVE

o cpvnBeic
DEV PETOVILIVEL
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Tov KoToPBdAAel exeivo T Oy
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Formal — structural aspects

Several questions related to the characteristics of hypertexts are expressed

in terms of graph and matrix theory.

Reasoning aspects

A graph based metric is used to rank storylets.
Results on some acyclic digraphs indicate that the rankings convey useful information

regarding plot development.

Semantic — analytic aspects

There is an analogy between the actions of random surfers on the Web

and readers of interactive fiction.



