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Logical Time and the Assertion of
Anticipated Certainty: A New Sophism

A Logical Problem

A prison warden has three prisoners summoned and announces to them the following:

" | have here five discs differing only in color: three white and rwo black. Without letting you
know which | have chosen,| shall fasten one of them to each of you between his shoulders;
outside, that is, your direct visual field. At that point, you will be left at your leisure to
consider your companions and their respective discs. The first to be able to deduce his

own color will be the one to benefit. His conclusion, moreover, must be founded upon
logical and not simply probabilistic reasons. "

How can the subiects solve the problem?

The Perfect Solution
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teft immediately; therefore lam not 2 b'!ack . An {; e
thet. convinced that they were whites. As they d1 ¢ A e
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for concluding.



2XO6AIa yia Tnv evoTnta “Discussion of the Sophism”

Reasoning of B, C for Case 2: Ais black, B, C are white

B: ‘If | am black,
C would have known that he was white  (by Instant of the Glance for C)
and would have left immediately.

Since C is hesitating :
| know now that | am not black’. (by Time for Comprehending for B)

C: avrioToixa KaTtaAnyel Ot ival Aeukdg

Ortav ohokAnpavetar to Time for Comprehending yia tov maiktn B,
o B é&yelr aviyvebvoel diotayuo otov maiktn C.

Etol, 0 B ovumepaiverl 0ti eivan Aevkdc, enedn o C dev Cexivyoe ouéow.

Avrtictoya, 6tav ohokAnpmvetal to Time for Comprehending
vy tov maiktn C, o C éxet aviyvevoel diorayud otov maiktn B .

Etol, 0 C ovumepaivel 0ti eivan Aevkdc, enedn o B dev Cexivioe ouéow.



Verification of the reasoning of B for Case 2

B supposes that, had he been a black, the white player C would not have been long
in realizing he were white and leaving.

Since C is hesitating, B starts towards the door assuming he is white.

He must nevertheless go back and think again;

| For at the very moment at which B is stirred into action by his conclusion,
he sees C setting off with him.

AuTo oupBaivel ereidf ol B, C kdvouv roug idlou¢ auAAoyiououg,
orov idio xpovo. Ouwg o B dev utropei va gival aiyoupog yi auTo,

a@ou dev EEPEI AKOUA TO XPWHA TOU.

If B, seeing C set off with him, wonders again

whether C has not in fact seen that B is black :

O B okégretal ynmwg o C &ekivnoe a@ou OAOKANpwoe
(oTo TéMog Tou Instant of the Glance)

ToV TTapaTrévw cuAAoyiopo Tou, €xovTag el Tov B upaupo.

AnAadn, oKEPTETAI IATTWG N aTTOPach Tou ATav PIAcTIKA: 0 B yvwpilel
OTI 0 XpOVOG TToU Ba XpelaoTEi yia va OAoKANpwOEei o cuAoyioudg Tou C

gival TTeTTEPACHEVOG, aANG Bev yvwpilel akpIBES Oplo.
It suffices for B to: stop and pose the question again in order to answer it.
For he sees that C too stops:

Since each of B, C is really in the same situation,

each encounters the same doubt at the same moment as his counterpart.

II' B now will have every right to conclude that he is a white.

For, had he been a black, C would continue;

Avo B nfrav yaupog: o C 1dn 6a yvwplile (Instant of the Glance) 61 gival Aeukdg.



Reasoning of A for Case 3: A, B, C are white

1 If lam black, B (respectively C) will be able to infer that:

B: ‘If | am black,
C would have known that he was white  (Instant of the Glance)
and would have left immediately.

Since C is hesitating :
| know now that | am not black’. (Time for Comprehending)

C: avrioToixa KaTaAnyel 0Tl ival AeUKOG

2 Since B, C are still not moving :
| must conclude that | am white. (by Moment of Concluding for A)

['o tov maiktn A épyetarto Moment of Concluding, 6tav cvumepaivet

611 KaBévag and toug maikteg B, C dev aviyvevoe dioroyud arov oudroyo tov.



Verification of the reasoning of A for Case 3

At the second stage of A's deduction, he concludes that he is a white
(supposing that, had he been a black, the others would not have been long

in realizing they were whites and leaving).

He must nevertheless go back over it and think it through again;

| For at the very moment at which he is stirred into action by his conclusion,
he sees the others setting off with him.

Auto oupBaivel ereidf ol B, C kdvouv roug idlou¢ auAAoyiououg pe Tov A,
orov idio xpovo. Ouwg o A dev uTTopEi va gival aiyoupog yi auTo,

a@ou dev EEPEI AKOUA TO XPWHA TOU.

If A, seeing B and C set off with him, wonders again

whether they have not in fact seen that he is black :

O A okégretal yATmwg ol B, C &ekivnoav apou oAokArpwoav
(o1o TéAog Tou Time for Comprehending)

ToV TTapaTTévw cUAAoyIoUO Toug, éxovTag Ol Tov A upaupo.

AnAadn, oKEPTETAI IATTWG N aTTOPach Tou ATav BIacTiKA: 0 A yvwpilel
OTI 0 XpOVOG TToU Ba XpelaoTEi yia va oAokANpwOEei o cuAoyiopdg Twy B, C

gival TTETTEPACHEVOG, AANG Bev yvwpilel akpIBEG Oplo.
It suffices for him to: stop and pose the question again in order to answer it.
For he sees that they too stop:

Since each of them is really in the same situation as he,

each encounters the same doubt at the same moment as he.



Il A now will have every right to conclude again that he is a white.

For he supposes anew that, had he been a black,

B and C would continue; or, after acknowledging their hesitation

set off again before him

Av o A ATav paupog: YTTapxel To evoexouevo kabévag atmd toug B, C
va Bewpnoe OTI TO CUPTTEPAC KA TOU Yia ToV OOAoyO Tou ATaV BIGCTIKO.
ToTE OPWG KaBEvag Toug Ba BeRalwvdTay,

Baoilouevog oto 0TI 0 AAAO¢ oTauarnae, Ot o idlog o€V gival uaupog.
Ma autA TNV amégacn Tou kaBévag atd Toug B, C xpnoiyoTroiei

Time for Comprehending emeidr) culoyileTtal atmo Tn 8£an Tou GAAOU.

[l Because they, seeing that A is in fact a white, do nothing of the kind,
he himself takes the initiative; which is to say that
they all head for the door together

A must once again revert to a state of indecisiveness when he sees the others

moving towards the door in step with him.

AuTr} Tn @opd o A oképTeTal uATTwG oI B, C &ekivnoav, apou oAokApwaoav
(kaBuaTepnuéva) Tov ouloyiopo oto Il yéow (Time for Comprehending)

éxovrtag o¢l Tov A paupo.

It suffices for him to: stop and pose the question again in order to answer it.

For he sees that they too stop.
This time A can draw but one unequivocal conclusion from the common cessation of
movement: had A been a black, B and C absolutely should not have stopped.

Av o A nArav paupog, o B, C ndn Ba yvwpilav atmmd Tov Tponyouevo GUAAOYIOUO
oTo Il 61 gival Agukoi.



The Modulation of Time in Lacan’s logic

Instant of the Glance

[) Being opposite two blacks, one knows that one is a white.

Time for Comprehending

1) Were I a black, the two whites I see would waste no time realizing
they are whites.

Moment of Concluding

I11) I hasten to declare myself white, so that these whites, whom | consider
in this way, do not precede me in recognizing themselves for what they are.



